


EDUCATING Eas-t ASI a' th e fastest growing economic region of the world, is at the center

of world attention. Affirming what we in East Asian Studes
THE FUTURE already know, Newsweek magazine, in a recent special issue on East Asia (May 9, 2005), notes the
global impact of East Asian corporations, movies and trends such as Pokemon on American life, pro-
claiming, “The Future Does Not Speak French.” Pointing to the surge in student interest in Chinese
language study from kindergarten through college, Newsweck acknowlecged the urgent need for
Americans trained in East Asian languages, and the vast opportunities for those who master them.

EALC is in the thick of this trend. Reflecting the dynamism and vitality of China, Taiwan, Japan, and
Korea, we are meeting demand for East Asian language and cuftural training with a curriculum that,
in spanning languages, humanities, and social sciences, boasts a breadth that is unique among East
Asia programs nationally.

Our undergraduate courses are full to bursting; Japanese enroliments have increased by 30 per-
cent in the past two years while Chinese enroliments have grown by an incredible €0 percent  Our
graduate students have achieved exceptional professional success in grants, conferences and jobs;
our very first Ph.D. obtained a full-time tenure track position in 2004 in her field.

Meanwhile, our undergraduates partake in revitalized study abroad opportunities, particularly the
Konan Year-in-Japan program in Kobe, Japan, one of the oldest in the country. Alumni of EALC and
the Konan program fill the ranks not just of the professoriate, but of businesspeople, entrepreneurs,
civil servants, and attorneys who mediate American intercultural relations with Asia.

We have big plans. To keep pace with student demand for our courses, we have expanded our
faculty by nearly 40 percent in one year, hiring no fewer than four young, dynamic new tenure-track
faculty in 2004-2005 in history, literature, and anthropology. We are poised to become the leading
center of contemporary East Asian studies in the country, building a new program in East Asian
transnational political economy, media and communications that builds on our faculty strength and
popular interest, wh le maintaining our unparalleled historic strength in the literary, religious, and nis-
torical study of the premodern and early modem eras,

Navigating growth this rapid. however, requires care and commitment. Above all, we need the
support of our friends and alumni. In 2005-2006 we will begin an EALC endowment campaign to
secure the resources we need to guarantee faculty growth and retention, ensure scholarship sup-
port for our graduate and undergraduate students, and lay the groundwork for programmatic and
nstitutional growth. | welcome the opportunity to discuss the Department, ts future and the part
you can play in its success.

Please feel free to contact me at kelsky@uiuc.edu or call me at 217-244-2077.

Working together, we will put EALC at the center of America's “Asian Century.”

Karen Kelsky, Ph.D.
Head, East Asian Languages and Cultures
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H ' I"l n g n eW faC U |-t is ahways a challenge. Competition for promising young

scholars is fiert® throughout Asian studies and Searches 1o find ang nire the perfect fit for a department
often end in frustration. This spring, Easl Asan Languages and Cuftures had the parhaps unprecedented
success of hiring not one but four outstanding “fits” 1o the intellectual life of the Department

This fall, Sho Konisni, Dan Shac and Robert Tierney and Harong Yan will join the faculty While
hiring four such talented scholars is naws in itself, their addition to the faculty and the subsequent
growth of the Department in lean budget times is noteworlhy as well, and evidence of the
University of llinois’ commitment to East Asia,

Kenishy, Shao, Tierney and Yan are nct only superb scholars at the top of their generation, but they
are doing work that is integrated into cutting edge, border crossing/transnational East Asia, Together
they help strengthen EALC's mission to orchestrate campus-wide conversations on East Asia,

She Konishi studies cuttural, intellectual and interrational history involving Japan. He 1s pa~ticular-
ly interestad in transnational knowledge making, Hs current projects include a book on whal he
calls cocperatist anarchist modemnity in Japan, a history of the transnational circulation of cultural
figures and ideas between Russia and Japan.

Dan Shao studies 20th-century Manchus, state and local community in borderlands (with a focus
on 20th-century Manchuria/Northezst China), modern and contemporary Sino-Japanese relations,
and legal history of Modern China.  Her projects explore interactions between past and present
with a cross-disciplinary and transnational approach. Her current projects include a book,
Borderlarders between Empire and Nation: Manchus, Manchoukuo, and Manchuria (191 1-1982).

Bob Tierney studies modem Japanese literature with a special focus on the cutture of Japanese
colonialisrm. He is interested in theories of post-colonialism, trave! writing, translation, film and pop-
ular culture. s currert projects includse a book on the trope of savagery ir Japanese cclenial Iit-
srature zrd a lranslation of selected sieries of the early 20th cantury writer Nakajima Atsushi,

Hairong Yan receivec her Ph.D. in anthropology in 2002 at the University of Washington, Based
on her fieid research en rural-to-urban labor migration in post-Mao Ching, Yan investigates politics
of class, gender, labor, and postsacialsm. She has received a one-year Visiting Scholar Fellowship at
Asia Research Institute at the Nationa Universty of Singapore for 2006-07.

Robert Tierney | aircng Yan

Sho Konishi Cian Shao
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TRANS-EAST PrOfeSSO rS and students in EALC, comparative literature, architecture, art

ASIAN CINEMA history cinema studies, and leisure studies came together this past year for the Fast Asian learning

LEARNING
IN CHINA

community “Trans-East Asian Cinema.”

Throughout the academic year, participants examined and discussed the interactions among cin-
emas of China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Hollywood by inviting presentations by both
film scholars and the people responsible for producing the films.

The learning community screened “The Ring” and had a conversation with the film's executive
producer Roy Lee, Hollywood's “King of Remakes.”

The community also invited Zhang Xudong of NYU to speak on “Narrative and Singularity in
Contemporary Chinese Cinema” and An Jinsoo, whose talk was on “The Question of ‘Japan’ in South
Korean Cinema of the 1960s.” The year culminated in a panel and a roundtable on trans-East Asian
cinema at the conference on “Asia in a Globalizing World,” held at UIUC in early April 2005.

Panelists included Professor David Desser of Cinema Studies, who gave a talk on the Korean
Cinema as youth cinema, emphasizing the importance of global youth culture to the production and
consumption of the Korean cinema; Professor Yomi Braester of the University of Washington, who
discussed Hong Kong horror films as part of a global obsession with harmless horror; and Gary Xu
of UIUC, who analyzed the current trend of Hollywood studios remaking East Asian films. Xu, an
assistant professor in EALC and Cinema Studies, proposed and organized the learning community
on Trans-East Asian Cinema, which with four other Learning Communities, was supported by funds
from the Freeman Foundation.

Fellowing the panel, a roundtable consisting of Hollywood studio associates John Chua and Gloria
Fan responded to the papers from the perspectives of the film industry. They also discussed the role
of Asian Americans in Hollywood and the “Hollywood mode of production.” It was a homecoming
for Chua, who earned his Ph.D in comparative literature and cinema studies at UIUC in 2004. An
accomplished documentary maker, Chua is a staff writer for Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation

Climbing the Great Wall. Visiting
the Imperial Garden. Studying at top
Chinese Universities. The unique
“Learning In China” summer pro-
gram, led by EALC professors,
allows U of | students from all disci-
plines to experience China first-
hand and to earn U of | course
credits. Many of the participants
have already gone back to China, as
Fortune 500 company interns, or as
English teachers.




As crogtors of s

culture, film directors have tremendous influence
on our understanding and interpretation of his-
tory. In his first martial arts film, “Ying Xiong” (or
“Hero”), director Zhang Yimou tells the story of
Qin Shi Huang (first emperor of China) and the
assassins who sought to kill him, and prompts
viewers to re/consider the question, “Who is a
hero? However, it is only with further back-
ground knowledge of the Qin Dynasty that one
sees the controversial nature of this question.

In the beginning of Ying Xiong, we are given
the context of the tale — it was the time in
China when the land was divided into six war-
ring states and the people have suffered long
through the conflicts. Qin Shi Huang put an end
to the battling when he conquered all the states,
and as a result, became the target of countless
assassination attempts. Ying Xiong focuses on a
small group of these assassins, all who have
devoted over a decade of their lives to achiev-
ing this goal. Finally, one assassin comes within
reach of Qin Shi Huang but struggles with the
dilemma of deciding “What is the ‘right’ thing to
do?

To the casual movie viewer, this plot outlined
by Zhang seemed straightforward, but for the
Chinese viewer, this “taken-for-granted” history
was problematic.  As children, many of us
learned that Qin Shi Huang was a ruthless and
cruel king whose reign over China deepened
the suffering of the people. Intent on centraliz-
ing power, Qin Shi Huang mandated the use of
Qin’s language as the official script, killed dis-
senting Confucian scholars and burned their

books, and later commissioned a lavish tomb for
himself that included the live burial of subjects
and concubines. Zhang’s Qin Shi Huang, in con-
trast, appeared to be a respectable but misun-
derstood visionary, who declared at one paint
(with tears in his eyes) that he was “content to
die” now that he knows someone finally under-
stands him and his motives for ruling by fear and
force. So the viewer is persuaded to have sym-
pathy for Qin Shi Huang and to accept the
assassin’s final decision as an act of personal sac-
rifice for the greater good.

It is difficult to say whether Qin Shi Huang was
a hero. Historians have gone back and forth in
evaluating his character and legacy. Although
ZhangYimou tells his tale in different versions, an
attempt that is somewhat like Kurosawa's
Rashomon, at the end of it all, we are left with
only one perspective of Qin Shi Huang. He
does, however, present us with an engaging and
visually stimulating story with which to explore
the title question, “Who is a hero?”

To see a more in-depth discussion of martial
arts or wu xia films, comparing “Ying Xiong” and
“Crouching Tiger and Hidden Dragon,” see Teng
Sue-feng’s piece on Martial Arts Heroes-The
Saviors of Chinese-Language Film? (Sinorama
Magazine, March 2003, 38 — 45).

By Jenny Huang

In January 2005, Jenny Huang was named program director of
Asian Educational Media Service (AEMS), an outreach unit of the
Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies, which provides one of the
most comprehensive databases on Asia-related films in the US..
Prior to joining CEAPS, Jenny served for more than four years as
the public relations coordinator for the Consulate General of Japan
in San Francisco. Jenny speaks fluent Mandarin Chinese, Taiwanese,
advanced Japanese, and plans to study Korean this summer.
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CENTER
NEWS

THE KOREA
WORKSHOP

The Ce nter fOl" East Asian and Pacific Studies named Nancy Abelmann,

associate professor of East Asian Languages and Cuttures and Anthropology, to replace George Yu
as director of the Center. Abelmann’s work is centered in South Korea where she examines, among
other things, social movements, gender and transnationalism.

Recognizing the need for an inter-disciplinary conversation, Abelmann looks to pursue ongoing
collaboration with EALC. The first co-sponsored project under Abelmann's direction will be “East
Asia Undisciplined™ a series of panel discussions to be held throughout the 2005-2006 academic
year on broad topics ranging from Culture and Cognition in East Asia to Economic and Institutional
Transformation in East Asia to the Contemporary Art World in East Asia.

“Building on this series, my hope is that EAPS and EALC will coordinate on many activities,”
Abelmann says.

Abelmann also plans to strengthen ties with East Asianists at other lllinois institutions of higher
education so that scholars and students across the state can both serve and benefit from a larger
community.To this end, EAPS is creating a list of Center associates.

Also in 2005-2006, again in coordination with EALC, EAPS will launch the East Asia Seminar; a
graduate course for students from across the campus who conduct dissertation research on East
Asia. Drawing on the strengths of UIUC and area scholars, the seminar will introduce students to
the scholarly frontier of East Asia across the disciplines. The seminar will become the centerpiece
of an EALC-EAPS certificate in East Asian studies for graduate students at UIUC.

“This is an exciting time for East Asianists on our campus,” says Abelmann. “l look forward to
working with my colleagues in EALC and across the campus.”

N OW In ltS 4th year, The Korea Workshop, an llinois Program for Research

in the Humanities demgnated reading group, devoted fits entire 2004-2005 sessions to Japan-Korea
gomparison. Each session featured one or two invited speakers and a graduate student respondent.

pically 20-30 facuity and gad;ﬁe students gather each session from more than 12 departments
across the = nd ‘again, campus visitors observed that this is the most vital Korea

nters from around the world, ranged from topics as diverse as Trot
d'South Korea (Min-jung Son) to The Korean Wave/The Japanese

Popular Music i |n japan -

Wave (Chang-Hyun Lee and DalYong Jin) to Colonial Complicity in the Colonial Era Anthropology
~of Japan and Korea (Robert Opﬁenhmm to Women and Sport in Japan and South Korea (Elise
Edwards) and Comparison and Imperial Nationalism (Naoki Sakai). The 2005-06 Korea Workshop
will devote its attention to The Koreas in a Transforming East Asia.




David Mungenast
‘80 BA, ‘84 MA, ‘88 |D, kno%s from firsthand
experience how dramatically a travel abroad
can change a student’s perspective.

Mungenast, whose undergraduate focus was
in Chinese
History, lived
in China for
three years as
a Ul student,
first during his
senior year in
1980, then in
his first year of
graduate

school, and

then again in

1987, when he

attended law

school in
Mungenast with his “favorite pasta.” China.

But it was

Mungenast's first experience with China that he
remembers having the most dramatic impact on
his understanding of the world and his place in it.

Mungenast attended Fudan University in
Shanghai in 1980, the first year that China per-
mitted foreign students to enroll in its universi-
ties. And although foreign students had been
admitted, there was no formal program for
them. Courses were taught exclusively in the
Shanghai dialect of Chinese by the elderly facul-
ty who had been educated prior to the Cultural
Revolution.

But life outside of the classroom played as
much of a role in Mungenast's education as his

courses did. China was still a desperately poor ALU M N I

country then.

“Shanghai was the wealthiest city in China,”
he recalls, “and even so the poverty was unbe-
lievable.”

But even the poverty in Shanghai did not
prepare Mungenast for what he found in the
Chinese countryside. “We students used to say
that each hour outside of Shanghai was like trav-
eling a century into the past” he remembers.
“First the electricity stopped, then the running
water; and then finally, no glass in the windows.”

Interacting with the people of Shanghai and
the Chinese countryside served to completely
change Mungenast’s world view.

“Coming from the US, | always assumed
being poor meant degradation” he recalls.
“Now | saw that people could be materially
poor but live decent lives. That was the greatest
thing about going to China for me—it turned
my assumptions around |80 degrees, assump-
tions | didn’t even know | had!”

Last summer Mungenast returned to
Shanghai and the Fudan campus. “I couldn't
believe it. There was a huge American studies
building, a beautiful new dorm,” he recalls. “It
was a completely different place!”

Mungenast, currently the CEQ of the staffing,
management and communication firm, Creative
Communications Concepts of the Gogalak
Corporation, based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
remains active in Asia-related activities on the Ul
campus.

“l want to encourage other Ul students to
have the experiences abroad that | did. | want
them to find their assumptions challenged in the
same way.”

PROFILE




A YEAR IN
JAPAN

In -the S rl g semester,
Junko Onosaka was named coordinator of
the Year In Japan program at Konan University
in Kobe. Onosaka replaces Roberta Gumport,
who retired in Spring 2005 after running the
program for EALC for more than 20 vears,
Onosaka will be responsible for recruiting and
admitting students for the study abroad pro-
gram, which includes two semesters studying
Japanese language and culture at Konan
University in Kobe, Japan, while living with
Japanese host families.

Onosaka, who came to the United States
through a related exchange student program
of Konan years ago, says she sees tremendous
value in the opportunity to study abroad.

“l look forward to seeing this program have a
positive influence on students’ lives, help expand

their horizons, and in a way, become a bridge

between the US and Japan in the future.”

As program coordinator for Ul, the flagship
institution in a consortium including the
Universities of Pittsburgh, Hawaii and Arizona,
Onosaka works closely with peers at the other
institutions to assure consistency in program
standards and to facilitate decision making,
which is done collectively among the programs.

Onosaka, who holds a Ph.D in Educational
Leadership & Policy as well as an MA in Japanese
Literature and Language, sees her educational
background as a vital asset in her efforts to pro-
mote the program.

“I really hope many students come to know
this program and take advantage of the educa-
tional opportunity this exciting and valuable
program offers,” she says.

The Year-in-Japan program, founded in 1976,
was one of the first study abroad programs for

Participants in the Year in Japan Program have the opportunity to
wisit historic sites throughout Japan.

American college students to be established in
Japan. More than 600 American college stu-
dents have participated in the program.

Participants of the program have gone on to
careers ranging from Japanese language, litera-
ture, and history to computer science, law, and
engineering, where their Japanese language
skills prove useful even essential. YI] alum Ed
Bachta (‘97-'98) writes, “Without a doubt,
some of the most interesting times | had dur-
ing my entire undergraduate study were during
the Year-in-Japan program.” Currently Technical
Lead in the Visualization and Interactive Spaces
Lab in the Pervasive Technology Labs at Indiana
University, Bachta says, “It is quite beneficial to
be able to read Japanese articles detailing new
technological developments. | also attend con-
ferences that draw a significant number of
attendees and exhibitors from Japan, and being
able to ask a guestion in Japanese or under-
stand an explanation in the developer’s native
tongue is sometimes essential to really develop
mutual understanding.”




























