


EDUCATING Eas-t ASI a' th e fastest growing economic region of the world, is at the center

of world attention. Affirming what we in East Asian Studes
THE FUTURE already know, Newsweek magazine, in a recent special issue on East Asia (May 9, 2005), notes the
global impact of East Asian corporations, movies and trends such as Pokemon on American life, pro-
claiming, “The Future Does Not Speak French.” Pointing to the surge in student interest in Chinese
language study from kindergarten through college, Newsweck acknowlecged the urgent need for
Americans trained in East Asian languages, and the vast opportunities for those who master them.

EALC is in the thick of this trend. Reflecting the dynamism and vitality of China, Taiwan, Japan, and
Korea, we are meeting demand for East Asian language and cuftural training with a curriculum that,
in spanning languages, humanities, and social sciences, boasts a breadth that is unique among East
Asia programs nationally.

Our undergraduate courses are full to bursting; Japanese enroliments have increased by 30 per-
cent in the past two years while Chinese enroliments have grown by an incredible €0 percent  Our
graduate students have achieved exceptional professional success in grants, conferences and jobs;
our very first Ph.D. obtained a full-time tenure track position in 2004 in her field.

Meanwhile, our undergraduates partake in revitalized study abroad opportunities, particularly the
Konan Year-in-Japan program in Kobe, Japan, one of the oldest in the country. Alumni of EALC and
the Konan program fill the ranks not just of the professoriate, but of businesspeople, entrepreneurs,
civil servants, and attorneys who mediate American intercultural relations with Asia.

We have big plans. To keep pace with student demand for our courses, we have expanded our
faculty by nearly 40 percent in one year, hiring no fewer than four young, dynamic new tenure-track
faculty in 2004-2005 in history, literature, and anthropology. We are poised to become the leading
center of contemporary East Asian studies in the country, building a new program in East Asian
transnational political economy, media and communications that builds on our faculty strength and
popular interest, wh le maintaining our unparalleled historic strength in the literary, religious, and nis-
torical study of the premodern and early modem eras,

Navigating growth this rapid. however, requires care and commitment. Above all, we need the
support of our friends and alumni. In 2005-2006 we will begin an EALC endowment campaign to
secure the resources we need to guarantee faculty growth and retention, ensure scholarship sup-
port for our graduate and undergraduate students, and lay the groundwork for programmatic and
nstitutional growth. | welcome the opportunity to discuss the Department, ts future and the part
you can play in its success.

Please feel free to contact me at kelsky@uiuc.edu or call me at 217-244-2077.

Working together, we will put EALC at the center of America's “Asian Century.”

Karen Kelsky, Ph.D.
Head, East Asian Languages and Cultures














































